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Since the last issue of this magazine we have received the very sad news of 
the sudden and untimely departures of both Super Jolly, writer, underwater 
photographer and BSoUP member, and Nigel Wade, who worked for Diver 

Magazine, donning and testing the latest cool dive gear and advising the diving 
community about where we should go for our next dive trip.  Though not a man 
of great physical stature, his personality and sense of humour were large indeed 
and he will be sorely missed.  I am writing this editorial from a resort in Bali 
where our group was supposed to have met up with Nigel and his wife for a few 
bintangs and a bit of banter but sadly, this was not to be.

It’s at times like these that we are reminded how short life is, especially when it 
is taken away so suddenly, and the need to live life to the full is intensified.  For 
many of us in the underwater photographic community we already strive to do 
just that.

And in that vein, breaking boundaries, Martha Tressler reports on her four-week 
exploratory mission to Triton Bay with Graham Abbott of diving4images and 
Trevor Rees tells us about his venture with Kirsty Andrews to photograph the 
sturgeon which have mysteriously found their way to Capernwray and made 
it their home.  I don’t think there are enough of them to create a sustainable 
supply of caviar though.  We also get to meet David Alpert whose passion for 
what he does cannot fail to inspire.  Last but not least, BSoUP member Daniel 
Norwood gives me an interview at a chance meeting in the Philippines, late last 
year; again, striving to do something different.  You never know who you are 
going to bump into wherever you go in the world.

Joss, Chris, Paul and Mike

Editorial
by Joss Woolf
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Well, David, you’ve been 
having a whale of a time lately.  
I detect a slight accent in your 
voice; where are you from?

I grew up in a little sleepy seaside 
village that back then no one had ever 
heard of – the very picturesque Camps 
Bay in Cape Town. Nowadays it is the 
playground of the international jet-set 
but at the time it was a very quiet, 
community centred village. 

It was the sort of place where you felt 
very close to nature and the ocean in 
particular. Looking at the clouds one 
could tell what the weather would be 
over the coming days. At times it was 
pretty wild and elemental, so when the 
wind freshened and the seas were up 
you had the very real sense that you 
were at the tip of Africa – next stop – 
Antarctica. 

My interest in diving was piqued by my 
brother when I was in my early teens. 
Eight years older than me, he would 
arrive home from a dive with his then 
girlfriend and I would use some of the 
left over air in their cylinders to teach 

myself the various drills required to 
pass my open water. In those days 
(early eighties) one had to be 16 to 
qualify and I counted down the days 
to my 16th birthday.  By then I knew 
his BSAC diving manual back to front 
– I positively relished the week long 
course that I took at a down town dive 
shop. 

To this day I love the smell of 
neoprene - the place was filled with 
an air of excitement. The sense of 
adventure was palpable. None of 
today’s “mod-cons” – we were still on 
the old horse collar ABLJ’s with pony 
bottles. 

My brother had a Nikonos V and I 
spent many dives with him in the ice 
cold, murky waters of the Cape as he 
photographed the marine life.

On one occasion a decent size Bronze 
Whaler shark came in quite close and 
his shot was published in the leading 
newspaper of the time.
 
In 1991 we travelled to Hong Kong 
as a family and I returned with my 

Through Snell’s Window 

David Alpert
in focus editor Joss Woolf interviews
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first camera – a Sony 8mm video 
camera in a housing that was a 
similar size and weight to my diving 
cylinder. Much of our diving at the 
time involved scrambling down the 
mountainside to reach the sea. One 
had to be pretty determined to lug that 
gear down and then back up again 
post dive.

The quality by today’s standards was 
pretty appalling and I remember 
spending hours cleaning “o” rings and 
polishing surfaces to make sure I had 
no leaks. 
 
What cameras have you had 
since and what do you use 
now?

Fast forward a couple of decades, 
marriage and three kids and I decided 
to get back into diving having moved 
to the UK in 1993.

I started mucking about with a little 
waterproof Canon camera whilst on 
holiday in Greece with the kids one 
year. It was only waterproof to 5m but 
I rather enjoyed taking some snaps of 
them snorkelling and bits of marine 
life on the shallow rocks. 

On return to London I took myself 
off to Ocean Leisure with the aim of 
picking up a Go-Pro but ended up 
buying a Canon S120. That was a 

pivotal moment for me.  I spent the 
next couple of years exploring the 
world of underwater photography. 

I entered my first competition early 
last year and although I was placed 
second I soon came to realise that 
in a sense I had taken a “knife to a 
gunfight”. I would need some more 
serious kit if I were to compete. 

Today I own a Canon 5D Mk III with a 
Nauticam housing and a set of INON 
Z240’s. 
 
You’ve been making a bit of a 
name for yourself lately.  What 
do you think it is that makes 
the difference?

I believe that a winning photo is not 
just about a technically excellent 
shot – it needs to tell a story.  When 
you manage to capture the subject’s 
personality or the environment/lighting 
are mysterious or unusual - you can 
evoke something more in the viewer.

There are just so many good shots out 
there today – you need to have that 
personal connection through story 
telling that sets you apart. 

Having said that, this often puts me at 
odds with what is quite often a rather 
formulaic approach taken by many 
judges.

Previous page: Photo of David in the arctic circle courtesy of Terry Steeley
Left: “Pirates Cave”  -  Ethan aged 6 – taken on the Island of Skiathos Greece
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I am fortunate enough to do this as 
a hobby and not rely on an income 
stream from it so I can afford to 
be a bit more risky and a little less 
formulaic with my work.

How do you make your living?

My wife and I work together. We 
started an organisation called the 
International Institute for Anti-Ageing. 
Our aim is to empower skincare 
professionals to deliver real long 
term healthy skincare results for their 
clients.

In an industry that is all too often 
characterised by hype and very little 

substance we took a more evidence 
based approach to deliver skincare 
products that really make a difference. 
The formula proved successful and 
today we run a reasonable size 
business – which fortunately allows me 
to pursue this interest.

Who are your favourite 
photographers and why?

I have to admire Alex Mustard not only 
for his work but also for his willingness 
to share information and raise both 
the standard and profile of underwater 
photography today.

I know that you have a 

Left: “The show must go on” – Cape Fur Seal, Duiker Island, Cape Town, South Africa
Above: “Interior Decorating to Match” – Squat lobster – Island of Skiathos Greece
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particular penchant for whales; 
how did that come about?

I don’t ever remember seeing whales 
in the Cape waters as a child. The 
local Southern-Right Whales had 
been hunted pretty close to extinction. 
Fortunately, today they are making a 
comeback and its fantastic to show 
these remarkable creatures to my 
kids whilst we are out kayaking on 
the water in Hermanus – a small 
village outside of Cape Town – where 
they come to mate and breed each 
year. One is not allowed to dive with 
them but fortunately I have had the 
opportunity in other parts of the world 
to dive with whales – the most recent 

being the Arctic where we had some 
fantastic encounters with Orcas and 
Humpbacks. 

Are you very much a cold water 
person or do you also enjoy 
warm locations?

I simply just love the ocean and happy 
to dive it all.  Most of my experience 
has been in colder waters but I do 
also enjoy calmer, warmer waters 
which perhaps allow one a bit more 
time to experiment. 

Tell me about your favourite 
dive locations and what you 
saw there.  Any you’d 

like to go back to?

Two locations I dive every year are 
Cape Town which has an absolute 
abundance of marine life. Mention 
the Cape and most people think big 
sharks but it seems to have an endless 
supply of photo worthy subjects to 
discover. With poor visibility being the 
order of the day I actually tend to do 
more macro photography there now. 

The other is Skiathos in Greece. 
Again, not your typical spot. Although 
less marine life it does still have 
some healthy reefs along with very 
interesting topography, swim-throughs,  
cavelets and canyons. When it comes 
to wrecks Skiathos has a wide variety 

ranging from modern to byzantine to 
ancient.
 
Is there any uncharted territory 
you would still like to visit?

Absolutely – I was recently fortunate 
enough to win a competition in the 
States where the prize was a trip to 
Truk Lagoon. I’ll be heading there 
next January which I am really looking 
forward to. 

I have a rather long list of destinations 
on my “bucket list”.

I suppose the key word here is 
“unchartered”. Unfortunately once a 
destination is on the “go to” list for 

“Up close and personal” – Sand Tiger taken on the wreck of the Olympus, North Carolina, USA

 “Star Burst” – Basket Star – False Bay, Cape Town, South Africa
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photographic groups everyone ends 
up returning with very similar 
photos.
 
Think of Bimini for example – how 
many excellent shots of hammerheads 
have we seen over the last year. I 
would love to head there but I am 
pretty certain that soon the judges will 
be all “hammered” out.

Before I moved to the UK, I spent 5 
years on the crew of my local NSRI 
station in Bakoven, Camps Bay where 
I held the position of deputy coxswain. 
The organisation is modelled on the 
RNLI here in the UK. One got to see 
the “wrong end” of mishaps. If nothing 
else it teaches you a very healthy 

respect for the ocean. 

How did you discover
BSoUP?

It was in Ocean Leisure - I picked up a 
copy of 'in focus' and that was me sold 
– hook, line and sinker.

Has BSoUP helped you along 
your photographic journey and 
if so, how?

Yes definitely – on many levels. 

I find many of the photos exhibited at 
meetings very inspirational and the 
members are friendly - always ready
to offer advice.

As a society I would love to see us do 
more to promote protection of the 
marine environment from pollution 
and exploitation.

What advice would you give to 
people starting out and indeed 
to people who have already 
been taking photographs 
for a while?

I will be the first to admit that I still 
have an enormous amount to learn. 

There is however no doubt that one 
has to be passionate about something 
if you want to excel. You have to 
love it!

My two pieces of advice are :-

Don’t follow the beaten track – if you 
do what everyone else does you will 
get what everyone else has got.

And, if like me, you don’t do this full 
time, you will have limited time in the 
water. So you have to plan as much as 
you can before the dive – research the 
site or the types of critters you want to 
shoot. Know what you are looking for 
and if/when you find them, know what 
you want to try and get from the shot.

"Hatching amphorae” – Ancient wreck - Skiathos Greece

http://www.charleshood.com


Sturgeon are fascinating creatures: 
they’ve hardly evolved since 
the earliest fossil records.  It’s 

exciting that, even in the middle of the 
British winter, there’s such an exotic 
fish to be found lurking in the depths 
of a seemingly uninspiring freshwater 
quarry. 

I enjoy projects that keep me diving 
through the British winter.  When 
fellow BSoUP photographer, Kirsty 
Andrews, mentioned sturgeon, I told 
her that I was equally enthusiastic 
about toughing it out in the cold 
looking for this fish.  I had tried a few 
years ago but without much success. 
So we headed north from my home 
in Worcester early one Saturday 
morning in January, to try our luck at 
Capernwray, in Lancashire. 

Photos of sturgeon from this popular 
dive spot are hardly original. Plenty 
of others have covered them before. 
True, sturgeon come from temperate 
and sub-Arctic areas of Eurasia and 
North America. Some species only 
inhabit freshwater, whilst others live 
in marine coastal areas. Although we 
do have native species of sturgeon, 
the ones at Capernwray have been 
introduced. It is likely that they outgrew 
someone’s garden pond and were 
then rehomed. The quarry has three 

different species but putting an exact 
Latin name to them is tricky, as they 
may be hybridized pet fish individuals. 
This may well reduce their appeal to 
many wildlife photographers. 

We arrived at Caperwray dive centre 
on a grey overcast day where we 
met Wetpixel editor, Adam Hanlon, 
who sometimes works there as a dive 
instructor. He told us there are nine 
sturgeon there and gave us some tips 
on where we might have most luck 
finding one. We soon kitted up and 
dived in. Adam suggested we search 
the deeper bottom areas. The visibility 
was worse than I‘d experienced 
before with about 8 metres at best 
in the shallows. This, and a dark, 
overcast sky made for dim shooting 
conditions at 20 metres.  We needed 
high ISO settings and wide apertures. 
Fortunately, the fish were slow moving 
enough so that at least we could use 
relatively slow shutter speeds. 

After about 20 minutes of searching 
I spotted a small, light-coloured 
sturgeon, about 15 inches long. It 
turned out to be one of three albino 
sturgeon that we’d been told about. It 
was a good start but we were hoping 

Chasing Sturgeon
By Trevor Rees

Right: diamond back sturgeon, Nikon D600, 
Sigma 15mm, Kenko 1.4x teleconverter.
F8, 1/80sec, ISO1600
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for something bigger. The bottom 
of the quarry is a dull, colourless 
environment, littered with various bits 
of boat and plane wreckage, sunk as 
diver attractions.  We had set aside the 
weekend for the task and so took our 
time to search the depths.

In parts, the quarry was very muddy 
and it was ridiculously easy to stir 
up the muck. After the first dive, we 
reviewed our shots. Kirsty showed 
me a somewhat incriminating shot of 
myself generating clouds of silt and 
ruining the visibility. I was appalled to 
be shown my poor diving technique 
and vowed to improve on our next 
dive.  I often rest my camera on the 

bottom to shoot: I feel that getting 
down to the fish’s eye level gives me 
a more engaging composition.  It 
does increase the risk of disturbing 
the silt though. Because sturgeon are 
primarily benthic feeders it was usually 
the muckiest areas we found ourselves 
working in. Kirsty’s diving technique 
proved less disruptive than mine and 
she often shot blind by holding her 
housing at arm’s length below her.

On the next dive, we came across two 
large sturgeon and got reasonably 
close. By working as a buddy pair 
and flanking a fish from either side 
it allowed one of us to get the fish 
coming towards us for a better photo 

Photo by Kirsty Andrews of Trevor photographing the albino sturgeon, Nikon D7200, 
Tokina 10-17zoom @14mm.  F7.1, 1/80sec, ISO1000

http://oceanleisurecameras.com/?gclid=CODTqYL62tMCFdAV0wodhRQFcw
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opportunity. I was keen to include a 
diver in the image as a way of adding 
interest to an otherwise straightforward 
fish shot. I must thank Kirsty for being 
a more attractive model than one of 
my more regular buddies (no names 
mentioned).  Whether divers look 
attractive holding a bulky camera is 
debatable, but sometimes it adds to 
the story.

We watched the sturgeon feeding by 
extending their syphon-like mouths to 
suck food from the bottom. They have 
no teeth to seize anything with but can 
swallow quite large prey. They feed 
non-visually and we saw clouds of 

silt kicked up as they went about their 
business. Interestingly, there were often 
perch attracted to what was being 
stirred up.

Most of us have heard of sturgeon 
but know little more than their being 
the source of expensive and highly 
valued caviar. Sturgeon are long-lived 
fish and can grow very large (up to 
10 feet long). The biggest sturgeon at 
Capernwray is an attractive diamond 
patterned individual, perhaps five feet 
long. It’s the most photogenic and we 
managed to get some good photos 
of it. As mentioned, they are virtually 
living fossils. Technically they are bony 

fishes but their skeleton is almost 
entirely cartilaginous, similar to sharks. 
They have a shark-like tail and their 
swimming motion is also shark like.

That evening we retired to the nearest 
pub for a beer and to review our 
photos. Steak and chips followed and 
we discussed tactics for the next day’s 
shoot. 

Unfortunately, the next day some other 
divers had beaten us to our intended 
spot and managed to pretty much 
destroy the visibility. 

However, by searching further afield 
we spotted the diamond patterned 
one again. We tried to improve on our 

shots from the previous day but left 
knowing that better photos were still to 
be achieved. 

I’m intrigued that sturgeon appear 
to be surviving well in a place such 
as Capernwray. Another sturgeon 
is known to be lurking in Dosthill 
quarry near Tamworth. Who would 
have thought such unsalubrious 
venues could provide such rich photo 
opportunities? Did I mention, by the 
way, that I like British diving?

That’s all for now - until Joss collars 
me for another contribution. Rumour 
has it that I have been spotted in a 
wet suit in warm tropical water. No 
sturgeon there though!

Photo of Kirsty photographing the grey sturgeon, Nikon D600, Sigma 15mm, Kenko 1.4x 
teleconverter.  F9, 1/60sec, ISO1250

Grey sturgeon, Nikon D600, Sigma 15mm, Kenko 1.4x teleconverter. F8, 1/80sec, ISO1250  
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Far, Far Away...
By Martha Tressler

It started with Graham Abbott 
(diving4images) asking whether 
we would like to come on an 

exploratory dive trip to Indonesia. 
Well the obvious answer to that was 
‘of course’!  But as the details began 
to emerge we knew this wouldn’t be 
an easy one.  Triton Bay Divers is a 
land based resort in its second season, 
a two hour speedboat ride from the 
nearest town/airport in Kaimana in 
the far east of Indonesia.  Graham 
had dived the area before from 
liveaboards (as had we many years 
ago), and the resort had identified 
some local dive sites, but the idea was 
to find others before Graham started 
running more trips there in 2017.  So 
we were to be guinea pigs!

We caught 
that 1:30am 
flight east from Jakarta which we 
all know and love to Kaimana via 
Ambon, arriving to a choppy sea and 
a three (not two!) hour very wet boat 
ride to the resort.  More about the 
weather later!  The resort is on a tiny 
island with its main attraction a fresh 
water spring.  Six cottages spread out 
on a white sandy beach with a dive 
centre and a building with kitchen 
and common area – that’s your lot!  
Electricity for about 18 hours a day 
and no aircon – which despite my 
misgivings (I don’t sleep if it’s too hot) 
was fine.  Cottages built for air flow 
and a slight cooling in the evening 
made sleeping easy, and in fact I slept 

Dive with Duxy

0208 655 6452

www.ultimatediving.co.uk
Book with confidence
100% financial security

Coron Wrecks 

Join me for one of these exciting trips to the Philippines 
and Indonesia!

Dive Moalboal and Bohol for stunning house reefs and 
a great combination of environments from Mangrove 
to Muck, and some fantastic wide angle opportunities 
thrown in for good measure.

In 2018 we’ll visit Coron for some stellar warm water 
diving allowing you to step back in time and visit a 
selection of Second World War Japanese wrecks with a 
few  reefs as well.

And finally to end 2018 an amazing Indonesian photo 
trip, considered the pinnacle of reef diving for many 
divers in the world. This trip is one not to miss out on 
and full details will be available soon.

Visayas Expedition 2017
The expedition will fly to the Phil-
ippines and then transfer to the 
Magic Island Resort in Moalboal 
for 7 nights of fun. You will dive the 
house reef as many times as you 
like and visit the famous Cathedral 
Cave at Pescador Island. 
After 7 nights the expedition will 
transfer to Bohol to the Magic 
Oceans Resort for 7 more nights 
of great fun. You can just do one of 
the weeks or indulge yourself in 
the full 14 night expedition. Duxy 
will escort and be on hand to help 
develop your photo skills.

Coron Wrecks 2018
Coron offers some amazing diving 
opportunities for Photographers. 
Duxy will guide you through using 
different lighting on the wrecks 
creating amazing shots to take 
home to your family and friends.

About Duxy
From an early age, Duxy has been 
a fully card carrying photo geek. 
Duxy’s enthusiastic but relaxed 
approach for expressing his ideas 
and recording the world around 
him, has made him one of the indus-
try’s most popular photo & video 
tour escorts. 

Although underwater photography 
and videography is at the heart of 
Duxy’s tours, many guests often 
come along simply because they 
enjoy a gentler style and pace of 
diving.

Indonesian Reefs 2018
Indonesia is the go to place for 
photographers, it seems Duxy is no 
different! We are busy planning his 
2018 Indonesian reefs expedition. 
Further information will be availa-
ble in the near future.

• • • For more information and booking speak to Duxy or one of the team who will be happy to help • • •

http://www.ultimatediving.co.uk
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better than I can remember, which I 
put down to not going in and out of 
aircon.  And the chorus of bird song 
at 5:30am, in the quiet before the 
generator kicked in, was amazing.

But this is about the diving!  We were 
there for four weeks and it was a 
trip of two halves when it came to 
the weather and the dive conditions. 
The resort closes for the off season 
through about September when 
storms with wind and rain make diving 
problematic.  Even in late October 
the weather was challenging.  A lot 
of serious rain, including deluges 
most nights (made it cooler though), 
fairly choppy sea conditions, and 
underwater visibility reminiscent of the 
UK diving I used to do! Now Graham 
is primarily a critter guy and we are 
primarily macro photographers but 
when we signed up for four weeks, 
part of the idea was to do a fair bit of 
wide angle for a change.  The area 
was supposed to have some serious 
wide angle opportunities (Graham’s 
March trip, in progress as I write, is a 
wide-angle trip) so about 10 days in 
we looked at each other and thought, 
hmm...  And then the second half 
of the trip arrived.  Blue skies, calm 
seas, and clear water!  Well, some of 
the time.  Note for those interested in 
this area for wide-angle – not before 
December and January+ probably 
better.

So back to the diving.  I don’t want to 

suggest that we didn’t have some great 
diving all through the four weeks – we 
did.  We checked out the resort’s dive 
sites, tried those Graham had in his 
GPS (those we could find!) and then 
started just jumping in.  ‘Looks like 
a nice bit of wall – lets go see!’. As 
would be expected, some of the latter 
were excellent and some were, well, 
less exciting.  The critters were there, 
although not all the ones we might 
have expected, and not in the quantity 
we’ve sometimes seen.  But we had 
reports from people elsewhere, as far 
away as the Philippines, that the critter 
count was down, so it seemed to be 
a low critter year.  But low is a relative 
term...
 
There were pygmy seahorses (four 
species) and hairy shrimp and 
green shrimp (and just plain shrimp) 
everywhere, but no flamboyant 
cuttlefish and few froggies.  Graham 
asked why I wasn’t going after 
the blennies so I thought, ok, and 
focussed on ‘doing’ little bottom 
dwelling fish.  And as frequently 
happens, once I started looking, 
there were amazing subjects all over. 
Cowries – one of Graham’s favourites 
so he was finding lots. And then 
there is the ‘n’ word.  This was not a 
nudibranch trip but how could we help 
it.  169 species with 53 new to us – all 
in a fairly small area with dive guides 
who weren’t nudibranch specialists.  
But they certainly had good eyes! 
There was something for everyone – 
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flasher wrasse (nope, didn’t get the 
picture), whale sharks (well, not while 
we were there) and wobbegong sharks 
(loads of those).

And yes, there was wide angle.  We 
had found some spectacular soft coral 
areas in the first part of the trip at a 
site called Little Komodo, including 
some massive black coral bushes, and 
attempted some wide-angle pictures 
with limited success.  But then the 
blue water arrived and we had some 
spectacular dives.  The best of them 
all was a place called Christmas 
Rock, a longer boat ride than most 
(30 minutes), where we arrived to 
almost no current and crystal clear 

water – the dive guides said they had 
almost never seen it that good.  And 
– wait for it – I had my macro lens 
on.  We went back the next day but of 
course there was ripping current and 
less vis.  Sigh. The wide-angle pics 
accompanying this article are courtesy 
of Anthony.

Four weeks is a long time so I was 
just about ready to head home by the 
end of it.  We planned carefully for a 
wet boat ride back to Kaimana with 
dry clothes accessible to change in to 
before the flight – and of course had 
a fast one and a half hour completely 
dry trip!

Focus On  
Competition Results

NOVEMBER 2016
BEGINNERS PORTFOLIO

Congratulations to Simon Yates 
who was the winner of this year's 
competition. Simon's portfolio, which 
was taken with an Olympus OM D 
EM5 Mk2 12 using 50mm & 60mm 
macro lenses, included a Diver with 
Common Urchin, Long Clawed Squat 
Lobster, Flame shell, Cuckoo Wrasse, 
Diver in Doyle and a Yarrells Blenny. 
The images were taken at various UK 
dive sites. Simon won a trophy and a 
cheque for £100 courtesy of DIVER 
Magazine.

Congratulations also to Christian 
Llewellyn and Carole Poletti who 
came second and third respectively. 
The images in Christian's portfolio 
were all taken in the Red Sea, Egypt. 
They comprised Glassfish on the 
Kingston Wreck; Hard Coral on El 
Kafein Wreck; a split shot of coral; a 
Blue Belly Blenny on The Barge; Snell's 
Window - Rib with crew and a Diver 
with glassfish. Carole's portoflio was 
taken with an Olympus OMD - EM5.

The competition comprised 14 
portfolios and was judged by Martyn 
and Sue Guess who presented their 
feedback on the top six portfolios. 

The Winner: Simon Yates

I’ve been diving and a member 
of BSAC for over 30 years having 
learnt in my University days a long 
time ago. My wife and I have been 
active members of several clubs over 
the years including Totnes, Taunton 
and Wellington and are now both 
committee members of Worcester 
BSAC. I am currently an Advanced 
Diver / Advanced Instructor and Diving 
Officer for the club.

Although I have had various 
underwater cameras over the years 
from an original Nikonos 5 to 
compact digital cameras, I have not 
really treated it seriously until the last 
few years. This year I took the plunge 
and upgraded to a mirrorless four-
thirds system, and now have a system 
which covers fish eye to macro, all in 
Nauticam housings.

Certainly the standard of underwater 
photography within our club is high, 

The top six:-
1 Simon Yates
2 Christian Llewellyn
3 Carol Poletti
4 Alex Gibson
5 Nur Tucker
6 Gabriel Jimenez

http://www.charleshood.com
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with Trevor Rees, Charles Erb and 
Anita Sherwood all setting standards 
to aspire to. I rarely find that I am 
diving without my camera these days. 
This year I have really “got the bug” 
as I am now entering images in both 
BSoUP monthly competitions and have 
also joined the Bristol Underwater 
Photographers Group.

My favourite diving is UK, especially 
the West Coast of Scotland.

1  Shot in Cornwall (Manacles) Canon 
Powershot S90 in Ikelite housing 
(1/50 @f4, with twin YS110 strobes). 
Model is my wife, Janet, who was 
very obliging with aiming the torch in 
slightly murky conditions.

2  Long Clawed Squat Lobster – taken 
in Loch Carron, Scotland in August 
last year. As with all of the following 
images it was taken with an Olympus 
OM D EM 10 Mk 2. 60mm macro 
lens (1/80, F8).
 
3  Flame Shell – taken at Strone Point, 
Loch Carron. (60mm, 1/80,F9.0).

4  Cuckoo Wrasse – shot as part of 
the BSoUP “Splash In” competition this 
year. Image shot on Eddystone reef, 
Plymouth. (Oly 12-50mm 1/80, f9).

5  Diver Inside Wreck of Doyle – this 
was taken on our club trip to Scapa 
Flow this year.  (Oly 12- 50mm, 
1/80, F5).

6  Yarrells Blenny – Another shot from 
Conservation Bay, Loch Carron (Oly 
60mm, 1/80, F8).

Runner up: Christian Llewellyn 

1  Kingston glass fish. I love the 
protection that wrecks give marine life. 
The Kingston is a wonderful example 
with this large shoal of glass fish 
hiding under the deck end. 

2  Carnatic with diver  Another 
amazing old wreck from the Red 
Sea which also offers divers a lot of 
amazing marine life and a chance of 
modelling with it.

3  Hard coral  This small pinnacle 
was found at the end of the dive. By 
itself it did not look too impressive so 
I positioned the sun directly behind 
it and compensated to add a little 
something around the coral.

4  Macro blenny These little fish are so 
cute when you can find them. They are 
great to portrait and make focal points 
in photographs.

5  Snell’s window rib  At the end of a 
dive the boat cover was chilling with 
his feet in the water. After holding 
myself back from tickling them I 
decided to photograph him instead.

6 Split shot- I have wanted to take 
successful split shots for some time 
now. While on this trip to the Red Sea 

Christian Liewellyn, 2nd, Beginner's Portfolio

Simon Yates, 1st, Beginner's Portfolio
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we had a perfect chance to master our 
skills at exposing both levels correctly.

Third place:  Carole Poletti 
 
All images have been taken with an 
Olympus OMD-EM5, in a Nauticam 
Housing, with either a 60mm lens or 
a Panasonic Lumix 8mm fisheye lens. 
The wide angle lens pictures were 
taken in Grand Cayman in January 
2016, with the fisheye lens and two 
borrowed strobes (INON Z240 and 
Sea & Sea YS-01 - which in itself was 
a challenge!). The wreck is that of the 
Kittiwake, taken without strobes but 
with a red magic filter.

The macro pictures were taken in 
Canada (God’s Pocket Resort, off 
Vancouver Island) last year, with one 
INON D2000 strobe and 60mm lens 
- a Decorated Warbonnet and two 
shrimps (amongst many others!).

OPEN PORTFOLIO 
DECEMBER 2016

Congratulations to Taner Atilgan 
who was the winner of this year's 
Open Portfolio Competition. Taner's 
portfolio comprised images of Nurse 
sharks taken at night in the Maldives; 
Silversides taken at Kapalai Island, 
Malaysia; a Moray eel at Mabul 

Carole Poletti, 2rd, Beginner's Portfolio

Island, Malaysia; Mediterranean 
anemone and diver taken at La 
Herradura, Almunecar, Spain; 
Anemones on a beer bottle - Yassi 
Island, Istanbul, Turkey; and Hard 
corals and diver taken at Fury Shoal, 
Red Sea, Egypt. Taner won a BSoUP 
Trophy.

Congratulations also to Martyn 
Guess and Rick Ayrton, who came 
second and third respectively. Martyn's 
portfolio comprised images from 
Bimini, Philippines and Raja Ampat. 
Rick's portfolio comprised images from 
the Mediterranean and the UK.

There were a total of 22 entries and 
these were judged by Joss Woolf 
who presented the top six portfolios 
together with her comments.

Winner: Taner Atilgan

Since the beginning of my underwater 
photography career, I have always 
been a fan of the BSoUP Open 
Portfolio Competition due to its 
tradition that gives priority to the 
photographer's skills. That approach 
encourages photographers who can 

not travel a lot and take pictures of 
different species, but have the passion 
to improve themselves. 

After coming fourth in last year's 
competition, I started to prepare for 
this portfolio in June. My wife Caglar 
and I had so many discussions on 
pictures right up until the deadline. I 
actually took some pictures just for this 
portfolio which I ultimately didn't use.

It is a great honour to be among these 
photographers and have a place as a 
winner in BSoUP competition history.

Top Left: (Pg 35) Nurse Sharks - After 
having a night dive with Nurse sharks, 
because of the light at the back of 
our boat, they kept coming close to 
the surface. I had the opportunity to 
snorkel with these beautiful creatures 
for almost three hours. Maldives.

Top Middle: Silversides and 
continuing resort construction. After 
struggling for two sunset dives, I 
captured these silversides with the 
correct lighting. Kapalai Island, Malaysia.

Top Right: Snooted moray eel.
Mabul Island, Malaysia.

Bottom Left: Mediterranean anemone 
and diver. It was a real challenge 
to light the anemone with a snoot 
and position the diver correctly in 
strong current, but my wife, Caglar 
has incredible modelling skills 

The top six:-
1 Taner Atilgan
2 Martyn Guess
3 Rick Ayrton
4 Arthur Kingdon
5 Jo Daniels
6 Mark Pickford
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and succeeded to place herself in 
front of the sun just by checking its 
location from my mini dome port.  La 
Herradura, Almunecar, Spain.

Bottom Middle: Anemones on a beer 
bottle.  Yassi Island, Istanbul, Turkey.

Bottom Right: Hard corals and 
diver.  This is a picture which is taken 
with natural light and manual white 
balance. The model in this picture is 
again my wife. Fury Shoal / Red Sea / 
Egypt.

Runner up: Martyn Guess

Top left: Taken on a dingy late 
afternoon dive in Nassau Bahamas. 
Slow motion shot of a Caribbean Reef 
shark. Camera panned front curtain 
sync. 1/8th sec F16 ISO320 Nikon 
D800. Sigma 15mm fisheye with 
Teleconverter.

Middle top: Harlequin shrimp. Nikon 
D5 1/320th sec F32 ISO200 105mm 
macro lens inward lighting with INON 
strobes.

Top right: Lionfish in bait ball. Aborek 
jetty Raja Ampat. Nikon D800 1/50th 
F14 ISO400 Sigma 15mm fisheye 
with teleconverter.  INON strobes.

Bottom left: Jellyfish in sunburst. 
Lundy UK. 1/320th F20 ISO100 
Nikon D5 with Sigma 15mm fisheye 
and teleconverter.

Bottom middle: Juvenile Nemo in 
anemone. Dumaguete – Atmosphere 
house reef. Nikon D5 1/160th F18 
ISO200 105mm VR lens.

Bottom right: Common Sea Horse 
Dumaguete. Back lit with INON 
torch and a tiny blip of front light with 
inward lighting from single INON 
strobe. Nikon D5 105mm VR lens 
1/20th F20 ISO320.

Third place: Rick Ayrton

This portfolio had won the BUPG 
competition a week before BSoUP’s. 
I only decided to put together a 
portfolio at the last minute so I didn’t 
spend a lot of time pondering this 
one! All images were taken during 
2016.

Bottom left: the John Dory image was 
taken at the end of the first day I was 
using a Nikon D500 in a Nauticam 
housing on a night dive. I was hoping 
to come across a John Dory. It was 
right at the end of the dive and my 
strobes were struggling to re-charge 
between shots and I needed to get out 
of the water.  ISO500, Sigma 17-70 
lens at 17mm, f20,1/200, 
twin Z240 strobes (I think only 
one fired).

Bottom right: I was aware that the 
Periclimenes shrimps were around on 
the snakelocks anemones and I spent 
an entire dive working this subject. 

1st place, Taner Atilgan, Open Portfolio  

2nd place, Martyn Guess, Open Portfolio  
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Nikon D500, ISO400, Nikon 60mm 
(old D type lens), Nauticam SMC, f10, 
1/100, Single Z240 with Retra 
snoot.

Bottom centre: Jewel Anemone with 
amphipod. I liked the contrasting pink 
of this image. Taken mid June on the 
wreck of the M2 submarine with a 
Nikon D610 in a Nauticam housing, 
Nikon 60mm (old D type lens), 
Nauticam SMC, ISO400, f29, 1/200, 
twin YS110 strobes.

Top centre: Blue shark image was 
taken in early October south of 
Falmouth. Ambient light image Nikon 

D610, Sigma 15mm, ISO400, f8, 
1/160. I was lucky to be blessed with 
calm sea and sunshine. I felt the angle 
of the lower images complimented the 
light rays of this image and pulled the 
eye to the shark.

Top left: A surface shot was going to 
work well and I already had the image 
of the young lad with his scooter 
which was an opportunist shot taken 
while snorkelling on the North West 
coast of Mallorca in July. This image 
is quite a crop but I felt it worked in 
the portfolio. The angle of the scooter 
compliments the light rays of the shark 
image, Top centre: Nikon D610, 

3nd place, Rick Aryton, Open Portfolio  

Nikon 16-35mm @ 16mm, Ambient 
light, f5, 1/1250.

Top left: For the final image I chose 
this mauve stinger shot also taken in 
Mallorca because I felt as a surface 
shot it balanced the other images. 
The lines of the surface with Snell’s 
window also tended to draw the eye 
toward the shark image although I 
felt this was the weakest image in the 
portfolio. Nikon D610, Sigma 15mm, 
ambient light ISO800, f11, 1/200.

FAVOURITE IMAGE OF 2016
JANUARY 

Congratulations to Nick More who 
was the winner of this month's Focus 
On competition with an image of a 
Hammerhead Shark. Nick's image was 
taken in Bimini, Bahamas.

Congratulations also to Nick Blake 
and Martyn Guess, who came second 
and third respectively. Nick's image 
of a Cenotes cave diving scene was 
taken in Mexico. Martyn's image 
shows a backlit Rhinopius.

There were a total of 38 entries 

and these were judged by Martha 
Tressler who presented her 
comments to the audience.

The Winner:  Nick More

Hammerhead Shark photographed 
(see page 39) at dusk in Bimini, The 
Bahamas in January 2016. As the 
light faded, the sharks became really 
quite bold and I was able to capture 
this very close pass.

Nikon D7200 & Nikon 10.5 FE. 
Nauticam Housing & Dual INON 
Z240 strobes. ISO400 
f/10 1/200th.

Runner up:  Nick Blake

‘Out of the Blue’ Camera & Settings:- 
Nikon D810 in Sea & Sea MDX 
Housing, Sigma 15mm fisheye, 
natural light. F6.3, 1/60sec, 
ISO400.

Kukulkan Cenote on Mexico’s Yucatan 
Peninsula forms part of the Chac Mool 
system and is noted for its spectacular 
light effects as the sun penetrates the 
darkness.

Positioning myself in the shadows, 
the rock outline of the cavern around 
me made for a pleasing symmetry 
and I beckoned to my buddy to edge 
into the illumination of some of the 
stronger beams, completing the 
composition.

The top six:-
1 Nick More
2 Nick Blake
3 Martyn Guess
4 Paul Colley
5 Chris Knight
6 Mark Drayton
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Third place:  Martyn Guess

Weedy Rhinopia (Pg 41) back lit with 
a torch and a blip of front fill flash 
with one strobe pointing backwards 
towards my head. Taken in Anilao, 
Philippines, last October. Nikon D5 
Nauticam housing, INON Strobes 
Nikon 60mm macro lens 1/80th sec 
F14 ISO200.

BLACK AND WHITE
FEBRUARY

Congratulations to Dougie Souness 
who was the winner of this month's 
competition. Dougie's image is of an 
American crocodile from Jardines de 
la Reina, Cuba.

Congratulations also to Dario 
Navaro and Warren Williams, 
who came second and third 
respectively. Dario's image is of a 
Caribbean reef shark. Warren’s image 
is of a diver working with a thermic 
lance.

The Winner:  Dougie Souness

Having seen some great underwater 

photographs of crocodiles from 
around the world, I was inspired to 
have a go at capturing some myself. 
Esteemed BSoUP photographers Steve 
Jones, Nick and Caroline Robertson-
Brown were kind enough to let me 
pick their brains and I was soon 
heading back to Cuba where Avalon 
Diving would transport me to their 
dive centre in Jardines de la Reina, the 
protected archipelago off the southern 
coast of the Island nation. 

American Crocodile as shot in 
the mangroves of Jardines de la 
Reina, Cuba in November 2016.  
Nikon D810. Sigma 15mm fisheye. 
Nauticam housing. INON strobes. 
1/125th f13 ISO200.

The day this picture was taken, we 
headed to the mangroves after our 
first dive where it was time to swap 
the tank for a snorkel and yes (I could 
hardly believe it myself) and get in the 
water with the crocodiles. I was first 
in and soon realised that I was going 
to have to get pretty close for a good 
shot as the shallow water was very 
cloudy as well as being an odd green 
colour.  Shooting in monochrome 
actually crossed my mind but only 
briefly as I had other things to think 
about such as keeping the housing 
directly between me and the crocodile. 

I got a few good shots that day but 
this one with the crocodile right in 
front of my dome port really stood 

The top six:-
1 Dougie Souness
2 Dario Navaro
3 Warren Williams
4 Sylvia Prior
5 Mike Clark
6 Alex Mustard

Above: Favourite Image of 2016:1st place, Hammerhead shark by Nick More. 
Below: 2nd place, Out of the blue by Nick Blake. 
Following page: 3rd place, Weedy rhinopia by Martyn Guess  
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out to me and I love that the mouth 
is open with the eye totally checking 
me out. I decided whilst processing to 
go for a 16:9 crop which I felt really 
enhanced the composition given that 
the crocodile was moving from left to 
right directly under the surface.

Runner up: Dario Navaro

This photo of a Caribbean Reef 
Shark was taken in Jardines de La 
Reina, Cuba, during a trip organised 
by Len Deeley. There was no shortage 
of sharks to photograph during the 
dive, partly as this was a conservation 
area, but mainly due to the sharks’ 
expectation of a meal at the end 
of the dive, which gave one ample 

opportunity to focus on composition. 
For this picture I knelt on the sandy 
bottom facing a small reef and waited 
for a shark to swim between the 
camera and the reef, capturing this 
striking specimen as it made a smooth 
turn instead, displaying its grace and 
beauty underwater.  Nikon D300, 
Tokina lens set at 17mm with ISO250, 
f/9, 1/160 and two INON 
strobes.

Third place: Warren Williams

The diver with thermic lance image 
(Pg44) was taken 34 years ago 
with a Nikonos III fitted with a Sigma 
15 mm fisheye lens mounted in a 
housing of my own design 

http://www.sea-sea.com
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and construction.

Using a viewfinder with optical 
parallax compensation, this was made 
using a wide angle adaptor that you 
could buy to fit on a topside 50mm 
lens to get a wider view and modifying 
the whole unit, making it water proof.

The whole rig was much modified, but 
in those days that was what BSoUP 
was all about. You could not buy a 
fisheye lens for a Nikonos until many 
years later.

Camera and viewfinder shown on 
Page 45.

Members like Peter Scoones, Geoff 
Harwood, Tim Glover, and myself 
were pushing the limits of U/W 
photographic equipment to create 
better images.

None of us had much money to spend 
on equipment and dive trips. Diving 
holidays, live-aboards and photo-
workshops were all unknown; all the 
expertise was generated within BSoUP.

Most of the people running workshops 
today came to BSoUP in the early days 
to learn the techniques, improving and 
pushing the boundaries, wrote books 
and became experts in the underwater 
photography teaching scene. And then 
Digital imaging arrived and the whole 
scene changed. Peter Scoones said to 
me “They have it easy these days; we 

had to suffer a lot to get our images”.

In our 50th year of BSoUP, I look back 
and think how we have spawned a 
lot of talented and creative photo-
graphers and I would like to thank 
the team of volunteers who keep it 
working so well.

THEME PORTFOLIO 
COMPETITION
MARCH 

A portfolio of three images linked by 
a theme of the photographer's choice. 
There were 25 entries.
 
The competition was judged by BSoUP 
member Mark Drayton who presented 
the results to the audience.

Winner: Martyn Guess

I was very pleased to have won the 
Theme Portfolio competition this year 
and for the third time. For this year’s 
entry I chose some black and white 
images taken of Great Hammerhead  
Sharks in Bimini in the Bahamas in 
January this year on an Alex Mustard 
workshop. Conditions were not easy 

Above: 1st place, Black and White, American Crocodile by Dougie Souness. 
Below: 2nd place, Carribean Reef Shark by Dario Navaro. Following page: 3rd place, Diver 
with thermic lance by Warren Williams   

The top six:-
1 Martyn Guess
2 Nick More
3 Joe Daniels
4 Henley Spiers
5 Mario Vitalini
6 Waren Williams
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as we had some stormy weather but 
when we were able to get out to the 
site we made the most of the avail-
able light. All of the images were 
taken with my Nikon D5 and 16mm 
fisheye lens together with Subtronic 
270 strobes. 

Image 1:  Dusk dive ISO800 F14 
1/125th and single strobe to give the 
strong one directional lighting making 
an almost white shark against the 
black background. 

Image 2:  Out of the storm.  
Conditions were very murky on this 

dive but for a minute the cloud broke 
and the sun shone through giving 
a really nice effect on the surface. I 
waited for a shark to come in and 
typically it turned up at the last second 
providing a very striking pose. ISO400 
F14 1/160th 2 x Subtronic 270’s. 

Image 3:  Down Below.  As I 
descended I wanted to get the strong 
and recognisable shape of the shark 
as the main subject in the image and 
showing off its hammer. Processed in 
Silver EFX Pro to give the sandy bottom 
some texture and the whole image a 
strong contrast. ISO200 F16 1/200th.

Runner up: Nick More

Theme: Blur

Image 1: In a spin, Yellow Tube 
Sponges, Grand Cayman, October 
2015. Olympus OM-D E-M1 & 
Panasonic 8mm Fisheye. Nauticam 
Housing & 2 x Sea & Sea YS-D1 
strobes. f/11 1/15th sec ISO400.

Image 2: Croc Fish Eye Zoom, 
Lembeh Strait, Indonesia, June 2016. 
Olympus OM-D E-M1 & Olympus 
60mm Macro. Nauticam Housing & 
2 x INON Z240 strobes. Wet lens - 
Nauticam CMC-1 & Cokin Radial Blur 
Filter. f/22 1/320th sec ISO200.

Image 3: Shark Feed Mayhem, 
Nassau, The Bahamas, January 2016. 
Nikon D7200 & Tokina 10-17 Fisheye. 

Above: Warren Williams modified 
Nikonos III, fitted with a Sigma 15mm 
lens mounted in a housing
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Martyn Guess's winning Theme portfolio
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Left: 2nd place, 
Nick More, 
Theme portfolio,
Right: 3rd place, 
Joe Daniels  

Nauticam Housing & 2 x INON 
Z240 Strobes. f/18 1/8th sec 
ISO200.

Third Place:  Joe Daniels

Beneath the bustling Indonesian 
fishing harbour in the village of 
Laha in Ambon, is known to many 
as the Twilight Zone. This apt name 
has been given to the site for its 
ethereal light shows and weird 
and wonderful critters that inhabit 
the rubble slopes. While most 
photographers are usually focusing 
on subjects such as Harlequin 
Shrimp, Frogfish and Rhinopias 
under the boats, I preferred to strap 
on my fisheye lens and dive just 
midday. At this time shafts of light 
stream in between the boats which 
provide a dramatic back drop 
against which to frame the schools 
of fish. 



sponsored by:

AUG 26th 2017

www.biupc.org 
The British Society of
Underwater Photographers

For rules and to register go to:

British & Irish 
Underwater 
Photography
Championship

Start your journey
into diving here …

… and continue here!

The premier dive centres in the UK and the Caribbean …
… together we look after your whole diving journey!

020 8995 0002
info@londonschoolofdiving.co.uk

www.londonschoolofdiving.co.uk

+1 758 451-DIVE (3483)
info@divesaintlucia.com

www.divesaintlucia.com

Dive Saint Lucia-LSD – 02_15 v2_Full Page Bleed  06/01/2015  17:02  Page 1

http://www.bsoup.org
http://www.biupc.org
http://www.biupc.org
http://www.bsoup.org
http://www.londonschoolofdiving.co.uk


52 • BSoUP in focus BSoUP in focus • 53Spring 2017

video, I rarely used it. When I finally 
got my hands on one, I decided to buy 
a Nauticam housing.

I believe you were previously 
a devout disciple of Subal. 
Something very important must 

have persuaded you to 
change to Nauticam. 
I too have just bought 
a D500 to replace my 
nine year old D300 but 
have decided for various 
reasons to remain loyal 
to Sea & Sea.

A couple of things I guess. 
Rob, my partner, has been a 
Nauticam user since 2010, 
so this has given me the 
chance to see how well they 
work, but also the level of 
service and after-care that 
BSoUP’s own Alex Tattersall 
offers. I’ve already put Alex’s 
skills to good use in fact; 
not only did he help me set 
up and configure my new 
housing, but when I had a 
problem in the Philippines 
(purely down to user error!) 
Alex was on hand on the 
phone to talk me through 
how to remedy my problem. 

I don’t think anyone else offers the 
same personal touch. Having a 
Nauticam housing also means I 
can borrow some of Rob’s ports, 
extensions and wet lenses too.

Well, there is no doubt that 
the Nauticam housing is very 
popular, but I decided to stick 
with Sea & Sea because, to start 
with, it would cost me a small 
fortune to change all the ports 
as well. And I know there are 
adapter rings but I also know I 
would worry about the potential 
for leaks with an extra O ring in 
place, however unjustfied that 
might be.  What features are 
offered by the Nauticam housing 
that make it so desirable?

Nauticam don’t ever seem to rest; 
once they’ve manufactured a new 
housing, they are constantly coming 
up with new ideas to make things 
either simpler or better. Having 
locking ports is a great idea – on the 
Subal, the ports fitted to the housing 
by a quarter twist, and no locking 
mechanism. I had the vacuum leak 
detector fitted to my Nauticam which 
is hugely reassuring. I’d been diving 
with Saeed Rashid in the Red Sea 
recently when his Nauticam leak 
detector activated at 6m on the rope 
down to the Thistlegorm. He was 
able to get back to the surface, get 
the housing dry and open it, only to 
find a hair on the o-ring (not mine, 
despite what he says), with no water 
damage to the housing or camera. It’s 
like an early warning system, raising 
awareness before any water has had 
the chance to ingress into the housing.      
Traditionally, leak detectors have only 

Review of Housings 
for Nikon D500
Joss Woolf chats to Pash Baker about 
her new camera and housing

I couldn’t help noticing your new 
“toys” recently in the Philippines.  
Many people have long 
awaited the arrival of Nikon’s 
replacement for the D300; the 

new D500, myself included. But 
the question is; which housing?

I previously had a D300S which, 
although it had the capability to do 
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activated when they come into contact 
with water, giving more potential for 
water damage.

The new housings also feature a leak 
detector reset button, which is handy if 
you want to change lens or port.

Previously, this required you to take 
the back of the housing off to reset the 
detector, but they’ve now incorporated 
a useful button that can be accessed 
through the port opening, meaning 
you don’t have to take everything 
apart between macro and wide angle 
dives.

Hopefully, you won’t need to 
access that gadget too often!  My 
Sea & Sea housing is so new it 
has only had a couple of outings.

I tried it out in the pool initially, 
photographing Octopush 
players. I had it all set up before 
getting in to the pool but, once 
underwater, when I went to 
change the settings, I discovered, 
only then, that they no longer 

have that little window on the 
top of the housing. I had no idea 
how to change the settings..

It was only after reading the 
manual for a couple of hours, 
that I finally discovered the 
existence of the “info” button. On 
balance, that is a much easier 
way of reading and changing the 
settings with my waning eyesight. 
I believe that most new housings 
are now made in this way.

Because I have quite small hands, Alex 
fitted smaller handles to the housing 
for me, meaning I can reach all the 
controls easily; being able to reach 
all the buttons on some of the DSLR 
housings is difficult.

Another feature is the optical flash 
trigger. The D500 does not feature a 
pop-up flash, so using the camera’s 
flash to fibre-optically trigger strobes 
is not possible. However, the D500 
housing comes with an LED flash 
triggering system making fibre optic 
possible. The trigger can fire at the full 

Above: Nauticam NA-D500 and Sea & Sea MDX-D500 underwater housing for Nikon D500

http://www.apdiving.com
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10 frames per second of the camera, 
which is ideal for fast action rapid 
shooting. This came in particularly 
handy when photographing Blue 
Sharks off the coast of Cornwall. 
With moving subjects you can put the 
camera into burst mode and as long 
as your strobes are on a fairly low 
power (which is perfect for the sharks 
as they are right near the surface), 
you can shoot continuously when a 
shark passes by. This was actually the 
first outing for the camera and I was 
really pleased with the results.  The 
fibre optic cables are more reliable 
than electrical sync cables, and much 
lighter making them better for travel. 
The LED flash trigger mechanism also 
has dedicated batteries so doesn’t 
deplete the camera battery.

I particularly like the new 
combined image review and 
image magnification lever on the 
Sea & Sea housing, now on the 
side of the housing instead of on 
the back.  I also like the fact that 
the buttons become luminous 
in the dark which makes them 
easier to see on night dives. The 
entire unit is a fantastic piece of 
engineering and a joy to use.

What are some of the new 
features of the D500 that do not 
exist on the D300?

The D300 didn’t have video, while 
the D300S and the new D500 does.

However, the D500 shoots 4K video.

As I’ve mentioned, the new camera 
is fast – in burst mode it will shoot 
10 frames per second for up to 200 
shots. It has two memory card slots, 
one for SDHC and the other for XQD 
card. It has 153 autofocus points, and 
the 3D tracking is much better than 
the D300S, perfect for photographing 
moving subjects. It also has superb 
low light capability, meaning you 
can wind the ISO right up without 
too much noise. There’s bags more 
features that I’m still discovering, it 
should keep me out of trouble for a 
while!

My old Sea & Sea housing gave 
me nine years of trouble free 
underwater photography; it 
never let me down and I’ve no 
doubt it would have gone on 
for another nine years with love 
and care. The only reason I’ve 
changed it is to upgrade the 
camera and – as you say, there is 
still so much to discover.

http://www.scubatravel.com/photography
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A chat with Daniel Norwood 
in Dumaguete 
with Joss Woolff

Hi Dan, fancy bumping into 
you, here in the Philippines.  
What are you doing here?

Hi Joss, indeed it was a pleasant 
surprise to have a group from BSoUP 
arrive during my stay here! I have 
been friends with the owners and 
many of the staff at Atmosphere Resort 
since visiting as a guest six years ago 
and always planned to return one day.

I had a live-aboard trip scheduled in 
Palau for September so figured while 
I was in Asia it made sense to come 
back this year!
 
I am staying here for one month 
working on promotional material 
and videos for the resort. October 
is officially octopus season and so 
far I have managed to capture some 
amazing action.

Normally, as you know I focus on still 

Great Hammerhead, Bimini, Bahamas
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imagery but it has been fun to shoot 
film for a change.

Hopefully once this gets printed in the 
magazine the videos will be online 
and you can check them out.

You have a hint of an 
Australian accent; where are 
you from, originally?

You are certainly not the first person 
to think that but I actually come from 
Kent in the UK. I have spent quite a bit 
of time down under though so have 
obviously picked up a bit of an accent!
 
What were you doing in 
Australia?

Two of my close friends moved there 
ten years ago and I have been there 
many times since. My first visit was in 
2007 when I took a 6 month break 
from work and set out to explore 
Australasia.

It is where my passion for diving and 
underwater photography began. 
Basically I started diving because I 
always wanted to see sharks. It was 
my dream to come face to face with 
a great white and when I found out 
it was possible to do that in South 
Australia I spent all the money I had 
at the time to make it happen. This 
included the purchase of a small 
compact underwater camera to try 
and capture the experience on film.

I had such an amazing time that 
I decided to pursue my interest in 
photography and shark diving and 
now ten years later I am working as a 
freelance photo journalist and looking 
to set up my own shark tourism 
project!  

What was the little camera you 
took with you at that time?

I believe it was a Fuji finepix, just a 
small cheap compact zoom camera 
in a plastic housing. It did not take 
long for me to realise the importance 
of strobes and at the time INON wet 
lenses were very popular so I started 
to add to my little system. I used this 
camera happily for a couple of years 
until it was necessary to upgrade so 
that my underwater photography 
could develop further.

What camera do you use now?

I went through various stages, after the 
Fuji. First came a mirrorless Sony Nex5 
which, in retrospect, wasn’t enough of 
an upgrade. After that I stepped up to 
a Nikon D7000 SLR with INON Z240 
strobes.

I was immediately taken with the crop 
sensor format and the Tokina 10-17 
lens and so was delighted when the 
D500 was released this year. I have 
been shooting with this in a Nauticam 
housing since September and am very 
happy with it. 

Flying wonderpus, Dumaguete, Philippines
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...Come in from the Cold

Photo by Daragh Muldowney

An essential piece of 
photographic equipment, your
O’Three Drysuit

The only thing you want to worry about is that 
perfect shot... it’s important to be warm and 
comfortable so you can relax and focus on 
capturing amazing photos.

Who has inspired you over 
the years?

I have recently been very impressed 
with the onslaught of images from 
Greg Lecoeur and also Damien 
Mauric. For me though, Alex Mustard 
is still the best in terms of consistency 
and output. It seems that no matter 
where Alex goes on a trip he always 
comes back with great shots. What 
I like most is his willingness to share 
his knowledge with others and his 
new book is excellent; one that every 
underwater shooter can learn from for 
sure.

I remember a few years ago 
you entered the Beginners 
Portfolio competition at BSoUP 
and rather annoyingly, you 
won, beating me by a hair's 
breadth into second place.  
Have you entered or won any 
other competitions?

Yes, sorry about that! I actually won 
that competition with my little Fuji 
camera which made it more special. 
I only really entered to get some 
feedback on my images as it was 
all new to me at the time and to be 
honest I didn't expect to win.  Since 
then I have not really entered many 
competitions. I prefer to focus on 
capturing images that I like personally 
and competing with others has not 
really interested me. Maybe in the 
future I will start to enter more, once I 

get settled and can catch up on all my 
content!

What do you do with your 
images then?

I currently work on many trip reports 
and articles for different websites and 
magazines. Many of the images I 
shoot are part of a specific assignment 
and will be used for that purpose, 
otherwise everything else can be 
found on my website. My partner and 
I are in the process of establishing 
our own shark conservation project 
and many of the images I captured of 
sharks are being used for this too. We 
believe that ecotourism is one of the 
best ways to contribute towards shark 
conservation and we are looking to 
establish sustainable shark diving in 
a new location where sharks are not 
adequately protected. 

Where do you have in mind?

Any destination that is keen to 
protect shark species in their waters 
and who realise that shark tourism 
is a great way to do it! Places such 
as the Bahamas recognise the 
economic value of sharks and have 
declared the entire country as a shark 
sanctuary. We have been exploring the 
Caribbean for new opportunities to 
do something similar and are getting 
closer to deciding on where to begin 
working. Hopefully soon we can 
announce where this will be! In the 

http://www.othree.co.uk
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Left:  Freediver Silhouette, Vavau, Tonga.  Above: Mating Mototi octopus, Dumaguete, 
Philippines.  Below: Tiger Shrimp, Dumaguete, Phillipines
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meantime you can keep updated on 
our website: www.sharkbusiness.org
 
You’re very lucky to be able to 
spend so much time doing what 
you love, while the rest of us 
have to work!

Well, I am still working! I am happy 
that I worked hard on my photography 
for so long and now have the 
opportunity to spend most of my time 
diving and doing what I love. I also 
spent ten years building a business 
in England and am able to keep this 
running successfully working online, 
so I am actually busier now than I 
have ever been! I guess I am what 
people would call a digital (diving) 
nomad. I do go back to the UK two or 

three times a year to check up on my 
company and visit family.  Otherwise 
I am busy searching for sharks or on 
assignment, as I am now here in the 
Philippines.

What other amazing places 
have you been to?

The last two years have been super 
busy and the list is a long one! Tiger 
Beach in the Bahamas and Fiji are two 
of my favourite places in the world 
for guaranteed sightings of Bull and 
Tiger sharks.  Tonga is a special place 
where I had some magical close up 
encounters with Humpback whales. 

Above: Humpback Calf, Vavau, Tonga
Right:  Wonderpus portrait, Dumaguete, 
Philippines.

http://www.sharkbusiness.org
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Left:  Tiger Shark Portrait, Tiger Beach, Bahamas.  Above: Blue Ring Octopus, Dumaguete, 
Philippines.  Below: Mobula rays, Princess Alice, Azores
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For macro, it is hard to choose 
between here in Dumaguete and 
Lembeh, and for pelagic encounters 
the Azores are pretty special. It still 
amazes me that more people in the 
UK do not go there. I spent over a 
month travelling around the islands 
this summer and there is nowhere 
better to encounter blue sharks and 
huge mobula rays.

My favourite dive destination though 
is the Galapagos! No other place on 
earth exists where you can see such a 
variety of life. Sharks, penguins, Mola 
mola, swimming iguanas, sea-lions 
and so much more. I hope to get back 
there next year and as many times as 
possible after that!

I believe you are still a member 
of BSoUP. Has it helped you 
along the way?

I actually joined because of the 
portfolio competition all them years 
ago and have been a member ever 
since. Unfortunately (well fortunately!) 
I am rarely in the UK so do not get the 
chance to attend meetings or anything 
like that.

What advice would you give 
to people starting out at the 
present time?

Underwater photography is a big 
investment. I often see people who 
spend tens of thousands of pounds on 

a camera rig yet do not take the time 
to learn how to use it properly.

This is even more crazy when you 
consider the resources available to 
them these days that make it so much 
easier to learn.

I would say to anyone starting out 
to buy what they can afford and 
take it from there. It is possible to 
get amazing images with even small 
compacts these days and for people 
who only get to dive once or twice 
a year the money it costs to buy a 
big DSLR rig may be better spent on 
an amazing dive trip. Also try not to 
get too caught up in recent trends or 
obsess over winning competitions or 
getting likes on Facebook.

Shoot what makes you happy and 
enjoy every dive, whether it was 
successful photographically or not.

Nice chatting with you Daniel.  
Good luck with your project.

Thank you for the interview (and the 
drink!). It was nice catching up and 
I’ll be sure to try and visit a BSoUP 
meeting next time I am back in the 
UK.

http://www.camerasunderwater.co.uk
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